
 

 
 

St. Helens High School 
Home of the Lions 

 

Course Syllabus 2019-2020 

 Course Information: 
Course Title: US History 11 
Subject Area: US - US History 
Grade Level(s): 11 Credits: 1 
 

 Instructor Information: 
Name: Mitchell Yen-Kastoff 
Contact: mitchk@sthelens.k12.or.us 
                503-397-1900 Ext. 7485  
 

 Course Description 
U.S. History 11 focuses on the path of our nation from the 
beginning of the 20th century to present day. The course is 
designed to provide students with the analytic skills and 
factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the 
political, social, and economic dimensions of the United 
States. 
 

Prerequisites 
N/A 
 

Academic Vocabulary Development 
Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis, 
Evaluation 
 

Supplemental Resources 
Google Expeditions 
 

Safety Issues and Requirements 
N/A 
 

District Adopted Materials 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt American History: Reconstruction 
to the Present 
 

 Differentiation/Accessibility Strategies and Support 
Resources 
On-line textbook 
Google Classroom for all PowerPoints, assignments, and 
related materials 
 

Career-Related Learning Experiences 
Guest Speakers, Project-based Learning 
 

ODE Essential Skills & Work Samples 
N/A 
 

Behavioral Expectations 
Students are expected to adhere to the school behavior 
expectations and code of conduct described in the SHSD 
Student and Family Handbook. 
 
In addition: 

• Students will arrive on time and be prepared to 
work on material that is for U.S. History from bell 
to bell. 

• Students will keep electronic devices off or silent 
and placed where they won’t be a distraction. I 
will announce if a specific class activity warrants 
an exception. 

• Students will be respectful of the classroom and 
the learning environment it contains. 

• Students will listen when others are speaking and 
wait until it is their turn before sharing their own 
thoughts. 

• Students will use appropriate and respectful 
language at all times. Swearing, putdowns or 
derogatory comments about race, gender, 
physical appearance, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 
or ability levels create a climate that is not 
conducive to learning and will not be tolerated. 

• Students will engage in class discussion and 
participate in activities. 

• Students will complete all original work when 
asked. 



• Students will remain in the classroom unless given 
permission to leave. 

• Students will speak to the teacher about any 
issues completing work, understanding 
expectations or assignments, or impending 
absences.  

• Students will maintain high expectations for 
themselves. 

• Violating classroom expectations will result in a 
conference with me, phone call or e-mail to 
parents/guardians, a detention, and/or a referral 
to the office. 

• I reserve the right to add or alter rules if a 
problem arises. Also, please consult the student 
handbook for more detailed explanations of 
behavior expectations and discipline. 

 

 Proficiency Standards 
• HS.HK.01 Evaluate continuity and change over the course of world and United States history. 

• HS.HK.02 Analyze the complexity and investigate causes and effects of significant events in world, U.S., and Oregon history. 

• HS.HK.05 Examine and evaluate the origins of fundamental political debates and how conflict, compromise, and cooperation 
have shaped national unity and diversity in world, U.S., and Oregon history. 

• HS.HK.06 Analyze ideas critical to the understanding of history, including, but not limited to: populism, progressivism, 
isolationism, imperialism, communism, environmentalism, liberalism, fundamentalism, racism, ageism, classism, 
conservatism, cultural diversity, feminism, and sustainability. 

• HS.HK.08 Explain how the American labor movement influenced events and thinking in the United States and Oregon over 
time. 

• HS.HK.09 Identify historical and current events, issues, and problems when national interests and global interest have been 
in conflict, and analyze the values and arguments on both sides of the conflict. 

• HS.HT.10 Evaluate an historical source for point of view and historical context. 

• HS.HT.11 Gather and analyze historical information, including contradictory data, from a variety of primary and secondary 
sources, including sources located on the Internet, to support or reject hypotheses. 

• HS.HT.12 Construct and defend a written historical argument using relevant primary and secondary sources as evidence. 

• HS.HT.13 Differentiate between facts and historical interpretations, recognizing that a historian's narrative reflects his or her 
judgment about the significance of particular facts. 

• HS.SS.57 Define, research, and explain an event, issue, problem, or phenomenon and its significance to society. 

• HS.SS.58 Gather, analyze, use, and document information from various sources, distinguishing facts, opinions, inferences, 
biases, stereotypes, and persuasive appeals. 

• HS.SS.59 Demonstrate the skills and dispositions needed to be a critical consumer of information. 

• HS.SS.60 Analyze an event, issue, problem, or phenomenon from varied or opposing perspectives or points of view. 

• HS.SS.61 Analyze an event, issue, problem, or phenomenon, identifying characteristics, influences, causes, and both short- 
and long-term effects. 

• HS.SS.62 Propose, compare, and judge multiple responses, alternatives, or solutions to issues or problems; then reach an 
informed, defensible, supported conclusion. 

• HS.SS.63 Engage in informed and respectful deliberation and discussion of issues, events, and ideas. 

• 11.RH.1 Key Ideas and Details: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

• 11.RH.10 Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social 
studies texts in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

• 11.RH.2 Key Ideas and Details: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

• 11.RH.3 Key Ideas and Details: Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best 
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

• 11.RH.6 Craft and Structure: Evaluate authors' differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the 



authors' claims, reasoning, and evidence. 

• 11.RH.9 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a 
coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

• 11.WHST.1 Text Types and Purposes: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. a. Introduce precise, 
knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization that logically sequences the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. b. Develop claim(s) 
and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant data and evidence for each while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form that anticipates the audience's 
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the 
major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while 
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. e. Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from or supports the argument presented. 

• 11.WHST.10 Range of Writing: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

• 11.WHST.4 Production and Distribution of Writing: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

• 11.WHST.5 Production and Distribution of Writing: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

• 11.WHST.6 Production and Distribution of Writing: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

• 11.WHST.7 Research to Build and Present Knowledge: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer 
a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

 

 Schedule of Topics/Units Covered 
• What Does It Mean To Be American  

• Reconstruction and Westward Expansion 

• Immigration 

• Gilded Age and Progressive Era 

• Rise of American Power 

• Prosperity and Depression 

• World War II 

• The Cold War and Post-War America 

• Civil Rights Movement 

• Vietnam War and the Counterculture Movement 

• 70s, 80s, 90s, and the 21st Century 

 

 Assessment/Evaluation/Grading Policy 
Grades are based on a point system and are cumulative through the semester. They do not reset at the nine-week grading period.   
 
Grade Breakdown: 
 20% Practice Assignments: Classwork, homework, etc. 
 80% Assessments: Tests, papers, projects (individual and group), finals etc.   
 
Grading Scale:  
 A 90 - 100  Excellent Achievement 
 B 80 - 89  Above Average Achievement 
 C 70 - 79  Average Achievement 
 D 60 - 69 Below Average Achievement 
 F 0 - 59          Failing 
 
 



Major Assignments: Tests or projects following each unit of study, mock trial, and at least one research paper.  
 
Finals: At then end of each semester a final assessment will be given during the allotted period of time and included in the 
“Assessment” grading category.  
 
Late Work: Late work will be accepted within the nine-week grading period. To allow me sufficient time to grade late all assignments, 
there are cut-off dates near the end of each quarter which will be announced as the deadline approaches. 
 
Assessment Retakes and Resubmission: If a student would like to improve their score on an assessment, they will have the 
opportunity to either retake or resubmit. The student must complete a retake or revision prior to the completion of the quarter 
period. In order for a student to have an assessment rescored, they must do the following first: 

• Complete the required qualifiers (practice assignments that are connected to the assessment); 

• Make arrangements ahead of time to complete and submit the assessment. Possible times would be before school, 
lunchtime, Academic Achievement Period, Homework Club, or Saturday Intercessions. 

 

 


